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This edition of Commerce Commentary is sponsored

ON SALE NOW!!

Holiday

COUPON PACKET

Brought to you by Westland Chamber
of Commerce and Wayne County
Community College District

HELP US SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY!

4 chances to win a $25 Visa Gift Card in one of the packets! See page 13 for details!

Christmas Ornaments Still
Needed to Decorate our Tree!

We’re grateful to those who
broght us an ornament. (see photos on page 15).
But our poor little Charlie
Brown tree still needs a few more
ornaments. Won’t you please donate an ornament to represent
your business on our tree??

Latest Covid-19 Restrictions and Closures

On Sunday, November 15,
Governor Gretchen Whitmer
and the Michigan Department
of Health & Human Services
(MDHHS) announced a new
Gatherings & Face Mask Order,
instating a three-week pause
plan introducing restrictions
and indoor service closures on
specific businesses throughout
Michigan in an effort to slow
the increase in COVID-19
cases. The restrictions take effect on Wednesday, November
18, and expire on Tuesday, December 8.

Great Service is No Accident

WESTLAND CAR CARE
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP

westlandcarcaretowing.com

Call us at

866 CAR CARE

24 HOUR
EMERGENCY
ROAD SERVICE

We are here
for you.
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A Toast to You!

By guest columnist Terry Packer,

2020
Board of Directors

Sande Godbout, Chairperson of the Board
St. John’s Episcopal Church..........313-550-7498
Hillary Stone, Chair Elect
Re/Max Cornerstone .....................734-855-9500
Don Nicholson, Immediate Past Chair
Don Nicholson Enterprises ..........734-658-5296
Maria Mitter, Vice Chair of
Community and Educational Development
Wayne-Westland Community School District
.......................................................734-419-2036
Michael M. McNamara, Vice Chair of
Government Affairs
Fausone Bohn, LLP.........................248-468-4536
Danielle Strachan, Vice Chair of Finance
Community Choice Credit Union....877-243-2528
ext. 1944
Ricardo Seir, D.D.S.,
Parkside Dental Team ...................734-261-6060
Dr. Amanda Apfelblat, DC,
Michigan Chiropractic Specialists, PC....734-838-0353
Timothy Gilbert,
Koda Group, Inc............................248-914-2861

This year has brought us many challenges both professionally and personally. This message is for those out
there pouring their heart and soul into their business
every day. I see you working hard to adapt to all the
changes. I see you leading your staff and making the
very best of a rough time. I know every day brings more challenges than
the day before yet you plow through and take care of your customers with
a smile. I see you give up time with your own kids and your own family to
help our families. When we need you, you are always there.

So today, take 30 seconds and pat yourself on the back. Treat yourself to
something special and take a second to appreciate all you do. You`re an important part of our community and we need you.

To all our business owners – thank you for all you do and here is to a successful 2021. Keep up the great work!
Terry Packer
Professional Problem Solver, Reaction Direct Marketing
Contact Terry at: 734-765-8671 / Packer@reactiondirect.com

Avon Westland and the Westland Rotary
are pleased to announce the
7th Annual
W
Westland Slippers for Seniors!
Westland Meals on Wheels will deliver a
new pair of slippers to homebound senior
citizens with their Holiday meal.

Sharon P. Scott,
Wayne County Community College District
.......................................................734-722-4651

Chamber Staff

Gretchen Heinicke,
President and CEO....................734-326-7222

Mary Vellardita,
Marketing & Membership .........734-326-7222

www.westlandchamber.com

Make your donation today!!
Make your donation today!!
https://www.facebook.com/donate/3604400
https://www.facebook.com/donate/3604400
18586263/?fundraiser_source=external_url
18586263/?fundraiser_source=external_url
Jill Lezotte-Kates, Avon Independent Sales Rep.
Jill734-326-4266
Lezotte-Kates,
Avon Independent Sales Rep.
www.youravon.com/JLezotte
734-326-4266 www.youravon.com/JLezotte
Feel free to call in with a debit/credit card payment.
Feel free to call in with a debit/credit card payment.
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The Mayor’s Corner
Dear Chamber Member:
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By Westland Mayor William R. Wild

December 2020

The City of Westland has officially kicked off the 11th annual Shop & Dine Westland Holiday
Campaign on Monday, November 23. Shop and Dine is a 6-week multifaceted marketing campaign entitled "Shop & Dine Westland" which promotes Westland's premier shopping district
as a location that bears "Everything you want. Everything you need" for your holiday season shopping list. Westland's Shop and Dine district is anchored by the Westland Shopping Center and is surrounded by over 160 wonderful shops, restaurants and services making it Wayne County's premier shopping and dining destination. In light
of this year's pandemic related events, the awareness campaign has shifted its focus on supporting small businesses
within the community and the importance of shopping local, this year more than ever. The City plans TV commercials which will begin this week. Radio ads will also be hitting the metro area air waves. The campaign also
encompasses a large digital and social presence as well as print ads and billboards.
The holidays are quickly approaching and they will be here before we know it. I know this is an incredibly
busy time of year for Westland businesses and many of you will be looking to hire some extra help to handle the
influx of customers throughout the season. Westland has a vast pool of incredibly talented and hardworking individuals who may be looking for a little extra holiday cash. It is my goal to help connect these motivated potential
employees with employment opportunities at your businesses. You can promote your job openings for free on
our Westland Works! page on www.cityofwestland.com. This page is one of the most frequently visited pages on
the city’s website. Many businesses have already utilized this free service and have had great success in filling
positions on their teams. This webpage is active year-round, so keep us in mind for any seasonal hiring or staffing
needs. You can get more information by calling the Economic Development Department at (734)467-3264.
The City’s website www.cityofwestland.com, the City’s Facebook and Twitter and our cable station WLND remain the place to go for the latest on news, services and events happening here! Also, be sure to sign up for our
E-Insider Newsletter on the city’s website to stay up to date on everything you need to know in our All American
City.
In closing, I wish you and yours a joyous holiday and all the best for happiness and prosperity in the New Year.
Take care of yourselves and take care of each other.
Warm regards,

Mayor William R. Wild

Letters to Santa

ATTENTION PARENTS and CHILDREN:

The City of Westland in partnership with Santa Claus and
his elves, have placed a mailbox right in front of Westland
City Hall (36300 Warren Road). Santa, Mrs. Claus and the
whole workshop team are asking for your letters,
so they can be sent directly to the North Pole.
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Beyond Energy
Support for Your Small Business
Small businesses are the backbone of Michigan’s economy, and we
are committed to helping you prosper – now more than ever.
Consumers Energy can provide meaningful and immediate help by:
• Working with you on your utility bill.
• Connecting you to potential sources of state and federal relief.
• Providing new business opportunities through the Pure Michigan
Business Connect Program.
• Finding incentives and instant rebates on a range of clean energy
programs that can help you save energy, money and the planet.

Call us at 800-805-0490 to arrange a customized payment plan for
your energy bill and to learn how to find additional short-term help.
Learn more on back.

Westland Chamber of Commerce

Westland Chamber of Commerce
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Your First Step:
Call Consumers Energy
Please contact us if the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic has made it
challenging to meet basic businesses
expenses such as rent, payroll or utility bills.
Small business customers can call
800-805-0490 to arrange a customized
payment plan for your energy bill and
to learn how to find additional shortterm resources.
Don’t wait to talk with us. Helping you
bridge this gap successfully is one of
our top priorities because we understand
small businesses are the backbone of
Michigan’s economy.
Here are just a few additional sources that
may be available to your small businesses
during the coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis.

Small Business Toolkit

Virtual Energy Coaching

We’re partnering with federal,
state and local organizations
to help you navigate COVID-19.
Resources include checklists, how
to find and apply for grants and
loans and more.

Our complimentary, personalized
coaching for small businesses can
help you save energy and money.
Rebates, customized programs
and energy assessments make
a real difference to your bottom
line. Coaching is offered safely and
conveniently by phone.

Get Help
Here are links to regional
chambers of commerce,
county government, economic
development organizations and
more that can help.

Local Resources

Sisterhood of Strong
In May, the Consumers Energy Foundation donated $1.8 million to community
organizations supporting small businesses across Michigan, focusing on
helping female- and minority-owned companies.
Theresa Horne has made it her life’s work to help people get and stay healthy.
As a health and fitness coach for her company, Sisterhood of Strong, she
powered through during the Stay Home, Stay Safe order thanks to a grant
from the Jackson Community Foundation and the Enterprise Group of
Jackson. The grant was supported by the Consumers Energy Foundation,
which donated $1.8 million community organizations across the state to focus
on helping female- and minority-owned companies.

“We all deserve the opportunity
to build a strong body, healthy
mind and thriving soul.”
Theresa Horne
Sisterhood of Strong, Jackson

“I invested in a lot of technology like paid subscriptions to online meeting
sites so people could feel connected and receive the quality interaction that I
aspire to,” she said. “I also invested in a place to host materials like a playbook
or manual that I used to give to clients in person.
“I want to continue to grow in the online marketplace,” she said. “People go
to a gym, but others are not interested. I want to bring fitness to the people
that want to be fit but are not ready to do that in a public atmosphere.”
“We all deserve the opportunity to build a strong body, healthy mind and
thriving soul.”

Call us at 800-805-0490 to arrange a
customized payment plan for your energy bill
Find Resources
325809 8-20
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December Member Spotlight Featuring

St. John’s Episcopal Church
By Reverend Henny Grossoehme

St. John’s Episcopal Church located
at 555 South Wayne Road across from
Aldi and the Wayne-Westland Federal
Credit Union is an open and affirming
community that welcomes people from
all walks of life, regardless of where you
are on your spiritual journey. Its motto is: God loves you – no exceptions! The mission of St. John’s is to serve God and our neighbors through good works and community partnerships.
Its newest partnership is with Services To Enhance Potential (STEP) which provides job training and life skills education
to adults with barriers to employment. Five days a week STEP consumers meet with a chef at St. John’s to learn about nutrition
and how to make healthy food for themselves and their families. For many years St. John’s has been home to McKinley Preschool, a cooperative educational program for children aged 3 – 5. For information about McKinley, send a message to
info@mckinleypreschool.org. St. John’s also provides meeting space for a Taking Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS) support group
as well as Alcoholics and Narcotics Anonymous. Call the church office at 734-721-5023 for meeting days and times.
A low-barrier Food Pantry is open usually the second Thursday of each month from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. and donations of food
can be dropped off at the church during normal business hours which are 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. Monday – Friday. St. John’s also
partners each with the Goodfellows to provide Christmas gifts to needy children. Typically St. John’s hosts a community rummage sale in the fall and a Fall Festival, but those events have not taken place given the current pandemic.
Many people wonder what an “episcopal” church is. The word episcopal comes from a Greek word that means “bishop.”
So an episcopal church is simply one that is governed in part by religious leaders that are called bishop. Historically, The Episcopal Church in the United States was founded by early settlers who had worshipped in the Church of England. When they
came to North America they wanted to continue to worship as they had in England, so they started churches modeled on the
Church of England. Today, bishops in The Episcopal Church are elected by lay members and ordained clergy in each diocese.
In addition to electing women as bishops, The Episcopal Church also ordains both women and men as priests and deacons,
and homosexuality is no longer an impediment to ordination. Clergy also can be married and have children.
Worship in an Episcopal Church is very – very – similar to that in a Roman Catholic church. That is because the Church of
England was the Roman Catholic church and under the authority of the Pope until about 1549, when King Henry VIII declared
himself the head of the Church. Churches in England did not change all that much, and when the English settlers began worshipping here, they worshipped in much the same way as they had in the old country. In fact, many people raised in the Roman
Catholic church feel quite at home at their Episcopal service of worship. And The Episcopal Church is often a happy compromise for couples in which one person is raised Roman Catholic and the other in a Protestant church.
The Episcopal Church recognizes the two principal sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist and five additional
sacramental rites of marriage, ordination, confirmation, reconciliation of a penitent and unction. The sacraments are open to
divorced persons.
Those who call St. John’s their spiritual home are younger, older, married, single, partnered, and divorced. Some have kids,
grandkids, step kids, no kids, and furry four-legged kids. One even has an interactive pet fish! As a member of the Episcopal
Diocese of Michigan and the world-wide Anglican Communion made up of
all the “daughter” churches of the Church of England, St. John’s believes and
proclaims “God loves you. No exceptions!
God loves you.
During the time of this pandemic, you can worship with St. John’s on
No exceptions.
Sunday mornings at 9:30 on Facebook. For more information send a
message to the Reverend Henny Grossoehme, the Priest-in-Charge of St.
John’s at revhenny@stjohnswestland.com.
Together we can ask questions and discover new answers, reach out to
Westland and the world, care for each other, have some fun, and serve
God.
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Membership Renewals - Thank You!
ALDI, Inc #67 - Since 2019
CSL Plasma - Westland 226 - Since 2019
Volunteers of America - Since 2019
American Therapy Centers - Since 2016
Todd Wenzel Buick GMC - Since 2016
Cross Technologies Group, Inc. - Since 2012
Johns Drywall Services LLC - Since 2012
US Auto - Wayne Inc. - Since 2005
Marquis Foodservice, Inc. - Since 2001
St. Mary Mercy Hospital - Since 1999
Allen, Allen & Wilcox, Inc. - Since 1973
National Block Company - Since 1973
Consumers Energy - Since 1967

SHOP D
LAN
WEST
Support Your Fellow Chamber Members,
ShopWestland this Holiday Season!

CHAMBER MEMBER NEWS!

Send Us Your News!

Share your good news or special events with your
fellow Chamber members. Just email your info by
the 15th of each month for the newsletter, and we’ll
help spread the word!
Send your news to:
westlandchamber@gmail.com

NO Minimums!

MPSC # L25824

FREE Internet Quotes
FREE Wardrobe Usage

(734) 744-9547

Chamber
Discounts!

H 7 DAYS A WEEK
H INDOOR STORAGE
H SENIOR DISCOUNT
H BOXES & SUPPLIES
H OUT OF STATE MOVING
H SHORT NOTICE WELCOMED

www.michiganmovers.com

DECEMBER 2020
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Calendar of Events

734-326-7222 • westlandchamber@yahoo.com
Chamber Events:
Dec. 8
December After Hours
Virtual Holiday Party Edition, 5:30-6:30 pm
(via Zoom). Please RSVP when you receive email
invitation!
Chamber Meetings:
Dec. 1
Board of Directors, 9:00am (via Zoom)

City Meetings: (in City Hall Chambers, 36300 Warren Rd.)
Dec. 7 & 21
Westland City Council, 7 pm (via Zoom)

Our Holiday Office Hours

Our office will be closed December 24 and December 25 for
the Christmas holiday. We will also be closed December 31
and January 1. We wish all of our members and their
families a very a safe and happy Holiday Season!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
YOUR CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP!

Smart business people know the value of being
active members of their Chamber of Commerce.
What better way to get your advertising message out to
your local business colleagues than to take advantage
of our customized marketing opportunities? From Facebook posts and website ads, to email blasts and good
old-fashioned print media, we offer a wide array of
marketing options specially designed for your business,
no matter how small or large. For more information,
call Mary Vellardita (734) 326-7222.
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December NEW Member Spotlight Featuring...
Aflac - Leah McKenzie

Hi my name is Leah McKenzie.
I have an Aflac Business. I’m excited to be a member of the Westland Chamber. Before my Aflac
Business I was in Restaurant Management for 25+ years. Most
recently in a district manager position, where I oversaw several
restaurants.
After being an Aflac policy holder myself and having to use the
benefits, I decided to change my career path and join the Aflac
Family! Aflac truly helped me and my family when life happened
and I was compelled to help other families. Aflac is a Fortune 500
Company who is ALWAYS voted MOST ethical insurance company.
With the experience of being in high level management positions, I understand the challenges in which business owners face
and see the Value Aflac can provide their Business. As a Policy
Holder myself, I firmly believe in how the plans can change and protect people’s lives. Aflac has some
great benefits to a business when putting it in place.
As a business owner you can contribute but do not have to. It can also be a potential tax savings to the
business when plans are offered pre tax. During these COVID times everyone is fighting for the same key
employees. Putting Aflac in place is a great way to attract and retain by being able to bring something else
to the table!! I am a Licensed Resident Producer for the State of Michigan Department of Insurance and
Financial Service and a longtime resident of Garden City.
The future is unpredictable and one way to prepare for those unexpected health events in life is to protect
it with Aflac. Aflac provides valuable “ca$h-in-pocket” needed when sickness or injury strikes you or a
family member…money to help with the out-of-pocket medical and non-medical expenses and/or income
loss, regardless of other insurance. The benefits can be used as you see fit!!!
“I am here to offer benefit solutions, and to educate employers and employees. I will work my hardest
to make sure you are taken care of, every day. That’s my promise.” -Leah McKenzie

Leah Shared the Story of Another Satisfied Customer:

“Accident is one of our most popular policies. We all know someone that could have used some coverage
when life happens. The accident policy pays out on the severity of the accident. So the more severe the accident the more it pays out. To give an example we had a lady that broke her hip. She had to have surgery
she had alot of follow up and on the accident plan it pays out on each thing. Hospital stay, surgery, follow up
etc... after everything was said and done her plan paid out $11,000!! That money was sent directly to her to
be used as she saw fit. She did have health insurance and still owed $8000 out of pocket. So even though
you do not need to use the money for medical bills that check from Aflac could cover what she owed!”
Leah McKenzie, Benefits Advisor
An Independent Agent Representing Aflac

734.926.6456 Mobile
leah_mckenzie@us.aflac.com
aflac.com

Westland Chamber of Commerce
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JUENEMANN INSURANCE AGENCY
Your One

Insurance Agent

Call today for a review of your
policy and a competitive quote!

Jeff Juenemann, winner of Westland’s
2009 Business Person of the Year award

Home • Auto
RV • Motorcycle • Boat
33652 Ford Rd.
Westland, Michigan 48185

www.juenemanninsurance.com

734-261-5010

Wayne County is launching a Shop Small campaign to
encourage Wayne County residents to shop at local small
businesses. Any Small Business can register to be featured on
the Wayne County website and promoted via social media and
other forms of paid online advertising. Participating businesses
will be able to list their website and social media pages, as
well as promotional flyers, and gift suggestions.
Register your small business online at:
www.waynecounty.com/departments/econdev/shop-small.aspx.
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Thank You to Jack Demmer Ford for Hosting Our
November 17, 2020 Coffee Connection!

Members enjoyed networking,
meeting the Demmer sales staff
and last but certainly not least,
delicious coffee and baked
goods from Tim Horton’s!!

FREE PPE Kits Still Available While They Last

Westland Chamber Members...have your registered to get your FREE PPE Kit? These kits
are free to you thanks to Wayne County, Michigan and the Westland Chamber of Commerce.
1 kit per Westland business, while supplies last. Kits include: face masks, gloves & hand sanitizer. Register to get your FREE PPE Kit at: www.westlandchamber.com or just stop by our
office if you haven’t gotten your kit already!
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Great Futures Start Right Here in Wayne-Westland Community Schools

While 2020 has been a challenging year, WWCS has continued to move forward with providing the best educational services for our students. We were able to provide all of our
students with computers to attend classes during distance
learning. WWCS also offers free breakfast and lunch to our
PreK- 12-grade students via drive-thru food distribution. Our
three Family Resource Centers offer supplies and resources
to families who need school supplies, toiletries, food and other
items. If your organization wants help support WWCS families through the Family Resource Center, please call 734-4192709.
We are also moving forward with bond construction projects. The District completed a significant renovation at the
William D. Ford Career-Technical Center last month thanks to the voters’ generosity in passing the 2018 Bond. You may
notice additional bond work taking place at Wayne Memorial High School.
The William D. Ford Career-Technical Center offers 19 college and career ready programs to high school juniors and
seniors from Wayne-Westland Community Schools and several other local school districts. The school offers a Culinary
Arts program with a larger dining room and kitchen area thanks to the new bond renovation. Stay tuned for when Cafe
Marquette will reopen to the public for lunches.
Some of the other Career-Technical Center programs include Automotive Technology, Construction Technology, Emergency Medical Training, Digital Media, Graphic Design, Health Occupations, HVAC, Printing Technology and Welding.
We have students in these programs looking for internships. If you would like more information on how to secure a
student intern for your business, please contact Westland Chamber Board Member and WWCS Family and Community Engagement Supervisor Maria Mitter at MitterM@wwcsd.net or
734-419-2046.
Wayne-Westland Community Schools is a proud member of
the Westland Chamber and the Westland community. To learn
more about the District, please visit our website at wwcsd.net
or follow us on social media.
Article written by Chamber Board Member,
Maria Mitter, LMSW, MSBA
Supervisor, Family and Community Engagement
Office (734) 419-2036

NEW RESIDENT
Greeter
Packets

Did you know that the Westland Chamber assists families coming
into town for a visit or those moving here, with information packets? We put together "Welcome to our City" packets with information about our Chamber members. A few examples of what we
have are pens from Michigan Chiropractic Specialists, chip clips
from Zeal Credit Union, restaurant menus and coupon offers. We
would like 50 of each item. If you would like to include something
from your business in these packets, please call us today!

Westland Chamber of Commerce

Page 13

Page 14

Westland Chamber of Commerce

Find Great Food Deals from All
Of These Chamber Members in
Our Holiday Coupon Packets!!
Biggby Coffee Westland
Chicken Shack & Little Caesars
(Wayne & Warren)
Homestead Kitchen
Jonnas Market
Olga's Kitchen
Palmer House Bar & Grill
Texas Roadhouse - Westland
Tim Hortons (34412 Ford Rd)
Toarmina's Pizza - Cherry Hill
Westland Bulk Foods & Smoothies

eShred Event,

Open to the Community!!!

Join us on December 5th for drive up, secure, on-site shredding.
Please make sure your documents are in boxes and in your trunk or
back seat for easy accessibility. Each car is allowed up to 4 boxes.
Masks must be worn as attendant is helping take boxes out of your
vehicle. Once on the property please follow the directions and practice social distancing.
Any questions please email bwallace@pvm.org or call 734-7628928 so we can assist you.

Westland Chamber of Commerce

Page 15

2021 Westland Chamber Board of Directors Election Results

The Westland Chamber of Commerce is excited announce 2 new faces to our Board of Directors and one returning
face. Right after elections ended, we were informed that one of our Board Members was leaving us, so we added a
third person to the Board of Directors from the votes by our members. We are excited for 2021!

Danielle Strachan is the Member
Center Manager at Community
Choice Credit Union.

Don Nicholson is the President of
Don Nicholson Enterprises, LLC.

Monica Sharf is a Site Supervisor at
Services to Enhance Potential
(STEP).

Christmas Ornament Donations Still Needed to Decorate our Tree!
Our Little “Charlie Brown” Christmas tree is looking a better but we could still use some
more ornament donations! Thank you to those who have already donated:
Avon - Jill Lezotte Kates
STEP
C&M Printing
Westland Rotary Club
Men on the Move
Westland Shopping Center

